Human umbilical cord vein allograft arteriovenous fistula for chemotherapy access.
Seven patients who received chronic chemotherapy and required vascular access underwent construction of an arteriovenous fistula of the leg using gluteraldehyde-tanned human umbilical cord vein allografts. No wound or graft complications have occurred and patient tolerance of the operative procedure and subsequent use of the fisulas for chemotherapy has been excellent. Our preliminary results suggest that the use of umbilical vein allograft arteriovenous fistulas is quite satisfactory for long-term chemotherapy access.